
Item 5C Page 1 
 

SOUTH SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 
SANITATION DISTRICT 

Post Office Box 339, Oceano, California 93475-0339 
1600 Aloha Oceano, California 93445-9735 

Telephone (805) 489-6666  FAX (805) 489-2765 
www.sslocsd.us 

 
AGENDA 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
Arroyo Grande City Council Chambers 

215 E. Branch Street 
Arroyo Grande, California 93420 

   
Action Summary Minutes of the 

Regular Meeting of Wednesday, October 4, 2017  
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Acting Chair White called the meeting to order and recognized a quorum. 
 
Present: Karen White, Acting Chair, Oceano Community Services District 
  Jim Hill, Director, City of Arroyo Grande 
  Barbara Nicolls, Director, City of Grover Beach 
 
District Staff: Rick Sweet, Technical/Administrative Services Consultant 
  Gilbert A. Trujillo, District Legal Counsel 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Acting Chair White led the Pledge of Allegiance 
 

3. AGENDA REVIEW 
 

  
 Motion: Director Hill made a motion to approve the Agenda as presented 
 
 Second: Director Nicolls seconded the motion 
 
 Action: Motion was approved 3 - 0 
 
 Ayes:  Directors Hill, Nicolls and White 
 
 Noes:  None 
 
 
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT APPEARING ON AGENDA 
 
            Acting Chair White opened the Public Comment period 
 
            Otis Page requested the names of all Board Members and minutes of the             
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            meetings during the time John Wallace was General Manager of the Sanitation     
            District. 
 
            Julie Tacker spoke on the attempt to censure former Board Member Mary Lucey. 
 
           Stewart Jenkins provided an email on Brown Act enforcement and commented on  
           proper placement of Closed Session on the Agenda. 

 
Patricia Price spoke about Chairman Shoals, former Director Mary Lucey, Amy 

 Simpson, an unpermitted trailer at the Plant and former General Administrator Gerhardt 
 Hubner. 

 
Shirley Gibson commented on rehashing former General Administrator John Wallace

 issues and former Director Mary Lucey issues and  moving forward. 
 
Coleen Kubel spoke on moving forward, getting on with work at the plant and spending 

 money for litigation. 
 
Acting Chair White closed the Public Comment period. 
 

5. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Consent items were taken separately. 
 
5A.  Approval of Warrants  
 
 Rick Sweet, Technical/Administrative Services Consultant advised the Board  

  about an item that was added to the Warrant Register after publication of the  
  Agenda. 

 
 Acting Chair White opened the Public Comment period. 
 
 Julie Tacker commented on the Shannon Sweeny contract being in excess of the 

  not to exceed amount. 
 
 Cinnamon Lofton spoke on moving forward without resolution to issues. 
 
 Patricia Price commented on the amount paid to Liebert, Cassidy Whitmore. 
 
 Shirley Gibson spoke on the cost of legal fees caused by Julie Tacker. 
 
 Acting Chair White closed the Public Comment period. 
 
 Discussion was held on the Human Resources invoice and the Shannon Sweeny 

  contract. 
 

  Motion: Director Hill made a motion to approve the Warrant Register  
    excluding the Liebert, Cassidy Whitmore invoice. 
 
  Motion died for lack of second. 
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  Motion: Director White made a motion to approve the Warrant Register as  
    presented 
 
  Second: Director Nicolls seconded the motion 
 
  Action: Motion was approved 2 - 1 
 
  Ayes:  Directors White and Nicolls 
  
  Noes:  Director Hill 

 
5B. Approval of Minutes for Meeting of September 20, 2017 

 
  Acting Chair White opened the Public Comment period. 
 
  Julie Tacker stated the letter from Stewart Jenkins was not attached to the  
  Minutes nor was it on the District’s website. 
 
  Patricia Price asked if the Board Members had read the investigation report and  
  had done their homework. 
 
  Nancy McNeil spoke on what the content of the Minutes had to show. 
 
  Mary Lucey urged the Board to be diligent on keeping the public speaker on track 
  to the Agenda. 
 
  Acting Chair White closed the Public Comment period. 
 
  Motion: Director Nicolls made a motion to approve the Minutes of   
    September 20, 2017 
   
  Second: Director White seconded the motion 
 
  Action: Motion was approved 3 - 0 
 
  Ayes:  Directors Nicolls, White and Hill 
  
  Noes:  None 
 
6. ACTION ITEMS: 

 
6A. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION OF CENSURE OF DIRECTOR JIM HILL 
 
 Rick Sweet, Technical/Administrative Services Consultant presented the Staff 

Report. 
 
 Acting Chair White opened the Public Comment period. 
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 Julie Tacker spoke on making the censure retroactive to apply to a former Board 
Member, no one being under oath when interviewed for the investigation and 
Directors Shoals and Austin not being in attendance at the present meeting. 

 
 Coleen Kubel commented on the absence of Directors Shoals and Austin and the 

investigation being opinions not facts. 
 
 Patricia Price spoke about former Director Mary Lucey, former District 

Administrator Hubner and an email from a constituent. 
 
 Mary Lucey commented on a previous public speaker lying about a censure, 

pollution of the ocean, Board Members being capable and informed and Director 
Hill being present in Closed Session. 

 
 Nancy McNeil spoke on taking Counsel’s advice to censure Director Hill and 

carrying out the other Board Members action to move forward with the censure. 
 
 Shirley Gibson commented on Director Hill’s Council Reports at the last Arroyo 

Grande City Council meeting. 
 
 Kris Victorine spoke about the two Board Members absent from the present 

meeting and the investigation not being supported by facts. 
 
 Stewart Jenkins commented on the proposed Resolution approving the censure 

of Director Hill, a letter he sent to the Arroyo Grande City Councilmembers, 
attorney client privilege, legislative oversight and confidential personnel matters. 

 
 Acting Chair White closed the Public Comment period. 
 

  Motion: Director White made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2017-377 a 
    Resolution of the South San Luis Obispo County Sanitation  
    District Board of Directors approving Censure of Director Jim Hill. 
 
  Second: Director Nicolls seconded the motion 
 
  Action: Motion was approved 2 - 1 
 
  Ayes:  Directors Nicolls and White 
  
  Noes:  Director Hill 

 
 
 6B. TECHNICAL CONSULTANTS AND PLANT OPERATION’S REPORT 

 
 Rick Sweet, Technical/Administrative Services Consultant presented the 

Technical Consultant and Pant Operation’s Report. 
 
 Discussion was held on the various projects, and the audit. 
 
 The Board received and filed the Reports. 
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 Chair White opened the Public Comment period. 
 
 Julie Tacker commented on the Coastal Commission tour, Human Resources 

policy manual, Strategic Plan, Public Records Act, overcharges by the attorney, 
the Audit, current financial status, expansion of the sanitation district, search for 
the new District Administrator, distribution of materials to Board members, and 
formal complaint against Mayor Shoals. 

  
 Coleen Kubel spoke about the number of District Board members. 
 
 Acting Chair White closed the Public Comment period. 
 

7. BOARD MEMBER COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 None 
 
8. CLOSED SESSION 
 
 Acting Chair White opened the Public Comment period. 
 
 Patricia Price spoke on a complaint made to a Board member. 
 
 Julie Tacker commented on documents received through a public records request. 
 
 Mary Lucey asked for more information about Closed Session and the Brown Act. 
 
 Coleen Kubel spoke on a previous speaker’s comments. 
 
 Acting Chair White closed the Public Comment period. 
 

8A.   CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS pursuant to Government 
Code Section 54957.6: Agency designated representatives:  Richard Sweet or 
Paul J. Karp; Susan Wells Employee organization:  Service Employees 
International Union (SEIU) Local 620 

   
  Discussed; no reportable action. 
 

8B. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL: ANTICIPATED LITIGATION: 
significant exposure to litigation pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2) and (e)(5) (One Item) 

 
  Discussed; no reportable action. 
 
  The reconvened the meeting at 8:14 p.m. 
 
9. ADJOURN MEETING 
  
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
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THESE MINUTES WERE APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AT THE MEETING 
OF OCTOBER 18, 2017. 

  
  



 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM: JAMES A. BERGMAN, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT: SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

AGENDA ITEM 11.a. – SEPTEMBER 12, 2017 CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING - CONSIDERATION OF REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

 
DATE: SEPTEMBER 11, 2017 
 
 
Attached is correspondence received from Julie Tacker following distribution of the 
Agenda packet. 
 
 
 
cc: City Attorney 
 City Clerk 
 Public Review Binder 
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